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More than half of over-45s believe later life social care policy is being 
neglected due to Brexit 

• 51% of over-45s agree social care policy progress is being held up by Brexit 
• Widespread scepticism about future governments’ commitment to improving later life care 
• Four in 10 of those who think care is being neglected by Government voted to leave EU 

 
More than half of over-45s think that later life social care policy is being neglected by Government because of 
Brexit negotiations, new research1 from care finance specialist Just Group reveals. 
 
With a Government policy paper on the future of adult social care in England – originally due in 2017 – still yet 
to be published and with a further delay announced in the Spring Statement, the research reveals most over-
45s (51%) believe the issue is being neglected due to Brexit. 
 
It also highlights the high level of scepticism that any particular party coming into power in the near future 
would act quickly on reforming what many believe is a crumbling social care structure. 
 
“Reform of later life social care is one of the biggest policy issues the country faces and it is clear that most 
people think progress is being impacted by Brexit,” said Stephen Lowe, group communications director at Just 
Group. 
 
“It’s a widely held opinion – the number is consistent across both genders and at all age groups from 45 up. It 
is a view shared not just by two-thirds of those who voted remain, but by four in 10 who voted leave too.” 
 
Around four in 10 (41%) who voted to leave the EU in the 2016 referendum and two thirds (66%) who voted 
to remain agreed that Brexit is leading to social care policy being overlooked. Less than one in four (23%) of 
leave voters and one in 10 (8%) of remain voters disagreed. 
 
While most believe social care is being neglected, remain voters are far more likely than leave voters to be 
worried that Brexit will negatively affect the provision and quality of social care in later life. More than half 
(52%) of remain voters in 2016 said they are quite/very worried, compared to 15% of leave voters. 
 
Among those who were worried, 80% said they thought it would lead to less funding from government, 62% 
said they thought tightened immigration will reduce staff numbers, 61% said they thought medicines would 
be more expensive, and 53% worried there could be a shortage of vital supplies. 
 
One thing both leavers and remainers seem to share is a widespread scepticism about whether the main 
political parties would move quickly in future to push forward social care reforms at a time when many 
believe the current funding framework is already close to collapse. 
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“There was scepticism, perhaps after so many delays, that any party would grasp the nettle,” said Stephen 
Lowe. 
 
“If Labour got into power, only 9% thought it was very likely they would set out a clearly defined policy in the 
first two years, compared to 34% who thought it not at all likely. For the Liberal Democrats, 3% thought it 
likely compared to 38% not at all likely. For the Conservatives, 6% thought it likely compared to 32% not at all 
likely. 
 
“As you might expect, Brexit supporters are a lot more optimistic about the longer term effects of leaving the 
EU than those who voted to remain.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes to Editors: 
 

Research 

1. Research conducted by Opinium Research on behalf of Just Group from 4-11 March 2019 among a sample of 1,001 UK adults 

aged 45+ and regionally representative across England and Northern Ireland.  

About Just  

Just (Just Group plc) is a FTSE-listed specialist UK financial services company.   

A leader in the individual retirement income, care and defined benefit de-risking markets, Just has been trusted to manage over 

£15 billion of customers’ retirement savings and has helped customers release over £3.5 billion from their properties.  

Just provides the following wide range of products, advice and professional services to individual customers, financial 

intermediaries, corporate clients and pension scheme trustees: 

Marketed Products: 

• De-risking solutions for pension scheme trustees who want to remove the financial uncertainty of operating defined 

benefit pension schemes; 

• Individually underwritten retirement income products delivering a guaranteed income for life and flexible pension 

plans offering customers the options to blend secured and unsecured income; 

• Long term care plans that provide those people moving into residential care with peace of mind by knowing a regular 

payment will be made to the care provider for the rest of their life;  

• Lifetime mortgages for people who want to safely release some of the value from their home. 
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• Regulated financial advice and guidance services for individuals wanting help in using their pension savings and/or 

releasing some of the value from their home; and 

• A range of business services tailored for our corporate clients, ranging from consultancy and software development to 

fully outsourced customer service delivery and marketing services. 

Developed through the use of its specialist underwriting systems, Just boasts unrivalled intellectual property (“IP”) which 

provides it with competitive advantage in the markets in which it operates. We utilise this IP, alongside a capital efficient 

business model, to develop products and services to provide customers with better outcomes and to drive profitable growth.   

Our scalable and responsive operating systems allow us to provide automated underwriting for the vast majority of cases, giving 

financial intermediaries confidence that they can rapidly get real-time guaranteed prices for their clients.  This commitment to 

helping customers is reflected in our proud record of awards for innovation and service.   

The companies within Just Group are authorised and regulated in the United Kingdom by the Financial Conduct Authority and / 

or the Prudential Regulation Authority. 


